YOUTH ECONOMIC INSECURITY: LEARNING TO COPE THROUGH BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Economic insecurity among the youths of the world has led to the phenomenal growth of the informal economy during the past three decades. Slow economic growth, rapid increase in the number of youths graduating from educational institutions and inability of both private and public sectors to accommodate them. This has posed a major challenge for world economies to develop skills and knowledge of youths as away of promoting decent work in both formal and informal economy.

Developed economies owe their success to creation of business environments where youths engaged in medium and large enterprises gain competitive advantage through outsourcing of specialist skills, process, access to new networks and advice to minimize recurrent overheads. In this regard, stimulation of youth entrepreneurship to provide economic security requires extensive development of Business Development Services (BDS). In this paper, relationship between Business Development Services (BDS) and youth economic insecurity is addressed by analyzing the following questions:

What are the characteristics of BDS for small and medium enterprises in Africa?

Is the persistent youth unemployment a failure of education system or lack of BDS?
To what extent can youths engaged in small and medium enterprises access BDS?

How can BDS be enhanced and sustained to provide youths with economic security?

Economic insecurity is a broader question; however, Governments must promote growth in productivity among the youth for enhanced standards of living because, provision of commercial BDS to micro and small enterprises will reduce persistent youth unemployment as benefits of growth will be widely shared.
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